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Cardiff University Rowing Club

c/o Cardiff University Athletic Union

Park Place

Cardiff

CF10 3QN

An Open Letter to All Friends and Alumni of Cardiff University Rowing Club,

You have received this letter due to your close links with Cardiff University Rowing Club. Whether you have paddled about on the River Taff, won medals at the University Championships or just been told tall stories about similar events, we are hoping that you will be keen to help the Club.

As this letter is written, the Club has just completed a very successful year. Winning the inaugural Cardiff vs. Swansea Boat Race; snatching a Bronze in the Men’s Sprint Eights at the University Championships and sending crews to both Henley Royal and Henley Women’s Regatta are just a few of the notable achievements. Off the water, the club has just produced a brand new website at www.cardiffuniversityrowing.com as well as putting much effort into maintaining our current fleet to a competitive standard.

Following such a year, the prospects for the 2006-2007 season are very promising. Yet, as ever, the Club’s funds could be in a better state. Members of the Club have carried out sponsored events to the very great benefit not only to us but also to our chosen charity of the year, WellChild. However, the Club is still living a hand-to-mouth existence, unable to plan any significant equipment purchases for the foreseeable future.
One way that the current committee of the Club has identified of improving this situation is to create firmer ties between the Club and both its Alumni and its keen supporters. Current members are forever aware of a high level of support wherever they represent Cardiff University. The aim is to harness this support by creating the Cardiff University Rowing Club Association, whose aim will be to assist the Club by providing a consistent financial foundation.
There will be two classes of Association membership: Alumni for those who have previously rowed at the Club and Supporter for those who are linked to the Club in different ways. Membership costs an annual subscription of £15. In return for your subscription, you will receive a termly newsletter keeping you abreast of all Club news and results and future plans for your diary. Members of the Association will also have their names listed on the Club website. 
The purpose of the Association is not to raise enormous sums of money in a short period of time, but instead to provide a steady income to enable the Club to plan and save for the large capital expenditures such as boats and blades. With a current Club membership just over 150 members, after three years, if all Club members become Association members on leaving university, the Club would be provided with an annual income of £2250!
If you are interested in joining the association or in finding out a little more, please visit the Association page on our website, or do not hesitate to get in touch.
I hope that you will give this some thought.
Yours aye,

David Burton

President, Cardiff University Rowing Club
